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*387.
SHRI SANJAY RAUT:


Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a)
whether Government’s attention have been drawn towards the demands of the scientists and experts to change the Indian Standard Time (IST) and also to adopt two time zones in the country for increasing productivity and to save energy consumption;

(b)
if so, the Government’s views and response thereto; and

(c)
if not, the reasons therefor?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF EARTH SCIENCES; MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE; MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSION; AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

(PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN)

(a) to (c): No, Sir. However, based on communications received earlier from the then Governor of Tripura  and few individuals, the Department of Science and Technology, in the year 2002, had constituted a high level Committee to explore the feasibility of having two separate time zones given the longitudinal difference between the extreme regions of the country. The Committee observed that having separate time zones may not provide any major advantage to the states but may pose difficulties in view of differential timings to be framed for airlines, railways, communication services, etc. It recommended that advancing the work/institutional timing in appropriate states would be more effective solution which can be implemented through administrative actions by the concerned state.
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