GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2399

TO BE ANSWERED ON 10/12/2009

FUNDS FOR STATE COUNCILS OF S & T

2399.
SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU:

Will the Minister of SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a)
whether it is not a fact that financial assistance to Andhra Pradesh under Assistance for Development of State Councils of S & T for projects, etc., has come down from 2006-07 onwards;

(b)
if so, the reasons for reduction in providing assistance to Andhra Pradesh;

(c)
whether any surveys in the State of Andhra Pradesh have been undertaken to identify State-specific problems in the last five years; 

(d)
if so, the outcome of such surveys; and

(e)
the action that has been contemplated or proposed to contemplate in this regard?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE MINISTRY OF EARTH SCIENCE; MINISTER OF STATE IN THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE; MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS; AND MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS

 (PRITHVIRAJ CHAVAN)

(a) & (b):
No, Sir. The financial assistance to Andhra Pradesh State Council for Science and Technology under State Science & Technology Programme (formerly Assistance for Development of State Councils of Science and Technology) has increased from Rs.27 lakhs during 2006-07 to Rs.32 lakhs during 2008-09. However, for the 2009-10, Andhra Pradesh State Council for Science and Technology has not yet submitted the proposal seeking the financial assistance. They have been requested to submit the proposal at the earliest.
(c) to (e):  Yes Sir. During the last five years, the Department had supported a project to Andhra Pradesh State Council for Science and Technology to undertake a survey / study to identify State-specific problems requiring State and Technology intervention for the purpose of facilitating the Council in planning and prioritizing Science and Technology activities at State level. The project has been completed and report submitted by them. The Council has been advised to formulate projects in the areas identified in the report.
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